
Background
 
The latest National Forest Inventory and Forest Resource 
Accounting undertaken in 1993 estimated forest cover to be 
11.2% (334,100 hectares) of the whole territory. According to 
various estimates, from the early 1990s Armenia lost up to 30% 
of its forest cover due to uncontrolled logging, although there is 
no clear figure on current forest cover. Most of the wood has 
been used for household heating and economic activities largely 
driven in recent years by the dramatic increase in construction.  

Under intense public pressure the Government of Armenia 
started the forest sector reforms in the late 1990s to stop 
the degradation of scarce forest resources. Considerable 
progress has been made, and key legislation and framework strategies have been adopted. Yet, 
the institutional setting is not working effectively to stop illegal logging and corruption continues to 
thrive. The new institutional structure requires further development. 

There is a great deal of uncertainty on which agency should deal with monitoring illegal logging – the 
Ministry of Agriculture or the Ministry of Nature Protection through its Environmental Inspectorate. 
Duplication of efforts is contributing to the problems faced by Armenia in trying to control illegal 
logging. There is a general consensus that illegal logging should be the responsibility of the agency 
charged with managing and protecting resources (in this case the Ministry of Agriculture), while 
the Environmental Inspectorate should monitor logging activities to ensure all operations are in 
compliance with environmental provisions of the forest management plan.

The Program 

The ENPI FLEG Program in Armenia was established to support the government and other stakeholders’ 
efforts in promoting the sustainable management of forests. It aims to contribute to legal and sustainable 
forest management and utilization practices and improve local livelihoods in the country by:

•	 Helping advance institutional and legal reforms; 
•	 Building public awareness and support for forest law enforcement and governance;  
•	 Promoting private sector inclusion in the Forest Law Enforcement and Governance (FLEG) 

processes.

As such the Program has initiated a set of studies that will help people better understand the causes 
of illegal logging and will provide sound policy advice to the government. Moreover, the Program will 
involve the private sector in the FLEG process to help analyze and introduce markets for alternative forest 
products; include a major advocacy component to update the current knowledge on forest governance, 
corruption and illegal logging; and communicate the FLEG process to a broader public. 
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Source: “The Economics of Armenia’s Forest Industry”, by 
Economy and Values Research Center, Yerevan 2007.

Forest cover
70% high forest
(mainly indigenous beech, oak and hornbeam)
22% coppice forest
7% shrub forest 



Featured activities

Two pilot projects were designed to improve livelihood and sustainable 
forest use in the areas where the Koghb and Dsegh communities live. The 
projects foresaw the creation of a fruit and berry collection point and the 
development of ecotourism infrastructure (a visitor center, nature trails, road 
signs and itineraries, pavilions and a camp site in the forest). The aim of these 
projects is to actively involve the local population in collecting and processing 
forest fruits and berries, and in providing services to tourists: working as guides, 
providing horses, selling local products and handicrafts.

A series of road shows under the slogan “Turn to the Law, Protect Yourself and 
Your Forest” were initiated with a group of national and local experts travelling to 
20 forest adjacent communities in Lori, Tavush and Syunik regions carrying the 
FLEG logo and meeting with local residents for discussions. Experts emphasized 
the importance of forests as ecosystems not just sources of energy, as in local 
communities forest resources are largely used for heating. The discussions 
resulted in a package of proposals highlighting: the need to develop ecotourism; 
the need for subsidies for natural gas and electricity bills for poor local residents; 
new projects on alternative sources of energy; and more active involvement of 
locals in timber processing.

15 journalists, representing Yerevan and region-based TV, radio, print and online 
media participated in training sessions where experts, environmentalists and 
state officials provided comprehensive information on illegal logging. Different 
viewpoints were the ground for discussions. The training was followed by field 
trips to biodiversity hotspots in the Tavush and Lori regions, where the journalists 
had the opportunity to learn about nature and speak with local authorities and 
people. The activities resulted in extensive and comprehensive coverage (almost 
70 items) of issues such as forest management, protection, conservation, use, 
illegal logging and its impacts. In addition, the “Forests of Armenia” media 
competition was held to encourage forest coverage and the blog http://antarner.
net/ was created as a source of information with around 200 visitors per day.

View of the Koghb Community

Roadshow in Syuink region

Media tour in the Lori region
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